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survey of the actual situation of things among us.
But our hypothetical delineation, if just, will have
approved itself to the reader's conviction, as we have
gone along, by suggesting its archetypes; and we
may therefore be spared the painful and invidious
task of pointing out in detail the several particulars
wherein our statements are justified by facts. Every
where we may actually trace the effects of increas-
ing wealth and luxury, in banishing one by one the
habits, and new modelling the phraseology, of stricter
times; and in diffusing throughout the middle ranks
those relaxed morals and dissipated manners which
were formerly confined to the higher classes of so-
ciety. We meet indeed with more refinement, and
with more of those amiable courtesies which are its
proper fruits ; those vices also have become less fre-
quent, which naturally infest the darkness of a ruder
and less polished age, and which recede on the
approach of light and civilization.
Defluxit numerus Satunrius,et grave vfrus
Muuditke pepulcre:
But on the other hand, with these grossnesses, re-
ligion also has declined : God is forgotten; his pro-
vidence is exploded; his hand is lifted up, but we
see it not; he multiplies our comforts, but we are
not grateful; he visits us with chastisements, but
we are not contrite. The portion of the week set
apart to the service of religion, we give up without
reluctance to vanity and dissipation. And it is much
if, on the periodical return of a day of national humi-
liation, we do not avail ourselves of the certainty of
an interval from public business to secure a meeting
for convivial purposes; thus insulting the Majesty
of Heaven, and deliberately disclaiming our being
included in the solemn services of this season of
penitence and recollection.

